
 

 

 

 

 

News from Trinity HOPE  

This is one of a series of articles which we make available each month to keep our 

supporters informed about our activities. Trinity HOPE, a not-for-profit charitable 

organization, raises funds and administers feeding programs that provide a noon 

meal for the hungry children who attend our schools in Haiti where the Good News 

of Jesus is shared daily. 
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Again? 
By Rev. John Gierke 

 
“Potatoes again??” That’s what a family friend in our church years ago told us about a memory of his 
from when he was growing up as a boy. They had potato after potato (mashed, baked, fried, etc.) day 
after day for quite some time, and he was tired of them! He remembered other meals with more variety 
that he and his family previously had eaten in better economic times, and was longing for a meal that did 
not have potatoes! Similarly, one of my cousins once told me that if they said “YUK!” to something served 
them at dinner, they received an automatic second helping of what it was. (I didn’t ask them if they said 
“YUK!” when chocolate was served.) 
 
All the various times I have been around the children eating their meals 
at the schools in Haiti, not once did I hear “Beans and rice again??” or 
“YUK!” Instead, I heard thanksgiving and joy in their mealtime prayers 
and songs, thanking Jesus for the food, followed by the scraping of every 
bean and grain of rice out of the bowl! I suppose, given our sinful human 
nature, there may have been a child or two who grumbled a little, but if 
so, I never heard it or noticed an unhappy face at lunchtime! For many 
of the children, that bowl of beans and rice is their only meal all day, and 
they are grateful! For others, it adds to the little bit that their family does 
have that they share with one another. A quarter may get us only a gum 
ball from a vending machine here in the United States, but it provides a 
fulfilling, appreciated meal for a child at our school in Haiti, together with 
the HOPE of Jesus Christ and His name on their lips and lives! 
 
“Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and lies far from me; 
give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much 
and disown You and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the 
name of my God.” (Proverbs 30:7-9) 
 
May we all be more grateful for our daily bread, and if the Lord does see fit to give us poverty or riches, 
may we not lose sight of those around us and share the daily bread we do receive as we thank the LORD 
for it and for one another - and look forward to the feast that knows no fast at the heavenly banquet table! 


